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Chair Fukunaga, Vice Chair Baker and Members of the Senate Committee on Economic 
Development and Technology. 

 
 
 SB 2743 establishes a Hawai‘i Sports Commission that would attract, develop and 
promote sports and sporting events, and we support this initiative and this bill. 
 
 In order to enhance Hawai‘i’s position in sports and sporting events, an agency must be 
established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing and promoting sports and 
sporting events throughout the islands of our state. 
 
 There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, tennis, swimming and other tournaments 
and competitions that seek out venues to host regional and championship events.  Although 
Hawai‘i has hosted a few of these events, there is a much greater potential to develop this 
market.  Through a proactive solicitation approach, Hawai‘i’s economy, visitor industry and 
sports community would benefit, increasing Hawai‘i’s competitiveness on a global stage. 
 
 SB 2743 establishes a commission of 13 members who have experience in sport event 
management, sports promotion and event marketing and have held leadership positions in the 
business, visitor and/or sporting events industries in Hawai‘i. 
 
 This measure also establishes a Hawai‘i Sports Commission special fund within the state 
treasury, which will be funded by: 1) private contributions, gifts, grants and other funds accepted 
by the commission; 2) proceeds, royalties, licensing fees and other sources of revenue negotiated 
by the commission; and 3) appropriations from the Legislature.  Moneys in the fund would be 
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used by the commission for administration and any and all expenses arising from events, 
promotions and marketing. 
 
 The state has discussed, for many years, the need to have a sports commission, whose 
sole responsibility would be to attract, develop and promote sports and sporting events in our 
state.  Now is the time to act on establishing a Hawai‘i Sports Commission, which would allow 
us to diversify and enhance our economy through sports and sporting events. 
 
 We ask for your support of SB 2743 and thank you for allowing us to testify in strong 
support of this measure. 



LINDA LINGLE 
Governor 

 
MIKE MCCARTNEY 

President and  
Chief Executive Officer 
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The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) is pleased to offer comments and information related to 
S.B. 2743 which proposes the establishment of a Hawai‘i Sports Commission and attaching it to 
the Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism (DBEDT) to attract, develop 
and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
In accordance with Chapter 201B-3(a) (19), HRS, the HTA is tasked with the responsibility of 
marketing and promoting sports-related activities and events.  Additionally, the HTA is 
identified as the lead government agency for the Marketing initiative of the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Strategic Plan: 2005-2015 which includes strategies specific to supporting sporting events in 
Hawai‘i. 
 
The HTA recognizes that sporting events are a great vehicle to: 
• Strengthen Hawai‘i’s economy and drive tourism; 
• Generate media exposure and publicity through national and international media coverage;  
• Support initiatives that showcase the islands, host culture and distinctive cultural assets; and 
• Improve the visitor experience and resident quality of life. 
 
For these reasons, the HTA has developed a Sports Marketing Program comprised of long-term 
partnerships with major entities for high-profile sporting events and a portfolio of other sporting 
events which is based on a comprehensive strategy that is aligned with its overall marketing 
program for the State of Hawai‘i.  In 2009, HTA’s sports marketing program accounted for 
approximately 73,500 visitors, $106 million in visitor spending and $11.3 million in state taxes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/�


 
The HTA would also like to point out the following: 
 
• With the addition of the tourism research functions provided to HTA as a result of last year’s 

special legislative session, the Authority now has the tourism market intelligence that enables 
it to approach large-scale sporting events that are a draw in its key and emerging markets, 
thus providing Hawai‘i with maximum economic benefits and media exposure.   

 
• Efforts in HTA’s Sports Marketing Program are done in conjunction with its other initiatives 

including airlift, product development and leisure and business marketing, which ensures that 
the Hawai‘i brand is properly presented, fully leveraged and remains consistent with HTA’s 
overall tourism marketing strategy and respectful of the host culture. 

 
• In addition to funding, the HTA also supports various sporting events, serving in a 

facilitating and enabling role.  Examples of such events include the Honolulu Marathon, Golf 
Challenge, and the Pacific West Conference. 

 
• HTA has offices located in the United States, Canada, Japan, Korea, China, Australia, New 

Zealand, Germany and the United Kingdom.  This global structure and reach into Hawaii’s 
major market areas creates a marketing engine for sports events, furthers our collaboration 
around the world and provides HTA the ability to search for international event sponsors.   

 
• Sporting events is an important component of HTA’s new 3-year Strategic Plan and will 

enable the agency to achieve its strategic goals of increasing visitor arrivals and visitor 
spending.   

 
In summary, the HTA believes that what it has been doing and is currently doing is vital to its 
overall tourism strategy.  Additionally, having another sports entity may cause unintended 
confusion and consequences in the market during these challenging times, and therefore might 
not be in the best interests to undertake a new effort at this time. Therefore, the HTA asks that 
this proposal be deferred.  The HTA recognizes that this is a policy call and will continue to 
work with interested parties to market, promote and develop sporting events to benefit Hawai‘i 
and its community.       
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
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Executive Summary

This testimony is to support SB2743/HB2590 as much needed legislation to' champion’ 
the growth and development of Hawaii’s sports economy. As a senior sports 
executive with over 40 years of international, national and local expertise, Hawaii 
remains reactive rather than proactive in the global billion dollar industry of sports. If 
Hawaii’s vision is to be a community that seeks ‘innovation, creativity and excellence’ 
in the business of sports, an organization which mission is solely focused on driving 
economic development, education/training, quality of life and media exposure has 
been void for decades. With a number of high profile sporting events, venues,  
universities/colleges and associations in need of an organization to address issues in 
a timely manner, i.e. loss of NFL Pro Bowl, four PGA/LPGA Tour events and PGA 
Grand Slam of Golf, renovation/governance of Aloha Stadium, development of Hawaii 
Raceway Park, establishment of an undergraduate and MBA golf and/or sports 
management program at University of Hawaii-Moana campus are but a few examples 
of the need for a sports commission as Hawaii can no longer afford to be a ‘spectator’ 
in these challenging economic times…does Hawaii have the political capitol, 
resources, leadership and commitment to compete in a global sports economy?

Let’s move from analysis/paralysis and pass this legislation now!

Jim Haugh
Executive Director/CEO Aloha Section PGA
President Hawaii Golf Alliance
Former President/CEO Seattle/King County Sports & Events Council  



U.S. Sports Industry Overview

• Hawaii’s golf economy alone is estimated at $1.4 billion dollars in 2007.
• In 2004, U.S. sports industry was estimated at $213 billion. It is far more than twice 

the size of the U.S. auto industry and seven times the size of the movie industry:
• Advertising $27.43B
• Endorsements $897 MM
• Sporting Goods $25.62 B
• Facility Construction $2.48 B
• Internet $239.1 MM
• Licensed Goods $10.50 B
• Media Broadcast Rights $ $6.99B
• Professional Services $15.25B
• Spectator Spending $26.17 B
• Sponsorships $6.40B
• Medical Spending $12.60B
• Travel $16.06B
• Multimedia $2.12B
• Gambling $18.90B
• Operating Expenses $22.98B

Source: Stanford Research International (SRI) and Street & Smith Sports Business 
Journal.



Why the need for a Hawaii Sports Commission?

• Over 325 U.S. mainland states and cities have established a sports 
authority/commission…why not Hawaii?

• Hawaii must take an pro-active role rather than reactive in developing this 
industries…who is driving Hawaii’s economic future of this global billion dollar 
industry?

• Hawaii is not represented within the international or national sports community or 
trade organizations.

• Hawaii sports industry lacks qualified leadership and organizational structure to 
address; better paying jobs, education/training programs, quantify economic impact, 
quality of life benefits, future direction and opportunities for growth on all islands.

• It will provide for the economic impact study and research of the size, scope and 
future growth opportunities of Hawaii’s sports economy. 

• Develop an organization as the ‘clearing house’ for all sports business, trade, 
associations, clubs, governing bodies, etc. so to bring order to this very dysfunctional 
and fragmented industry.

• Hawaii’s sports industry must establish it’s own voice/identity within private/public 
sectors to maximize it’s potential growth/development…why should tourism, travel or 
other agencies represent sports?  



Questions and Comments

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawai`i State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 216 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
 Re: 
 

Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743  

Dear Senator Fukunaga: 
 
This testimony is offered in support of SB 2743 as a long overdue and absolutely necessary step 
if we are ever going to improve and expand the sports industry in Hawaii.   
 
For almost ten years during the 90s, a number of us tried unsuccessfully to persuade the State 
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism to support development of such a 
“commission.”  We pointed out then, and we do so again now, that there are more than 300 such 
sports commissions around the country.  We explained then, and we say it again now, that this is 
the way the majority of sports events are earned, organized and managed.   
 
A decade later, the sports world is even more heavily focused on the use of such commissions.  
In 2004, I helped the Business Roundtable organize a breakfast meeting with a senior vice 
president of the United States Olympic Committee.  In the Q & A after his presentation on 
potential sports developments in the Pacific, he was asked what Hawaii could do to be a part of 
this growing sports industry.  He said straight out, “The first thing you have to do is establish a 
sports commission – no one is going to take you seriously until you do.”
 

   

Let me offer an example.  I have been a board member of the National Senior Games 
Association for nearly a decade.  Our organization is now in the final stages of selecting the host 
site for the 2015 National Senior Games, the Senior Olympics, the largest multi-sport event of its 
kind in the world.  The three finalist cities – Minneapolis, Birmingham and Pittsburgh – each 
placed their bid to us through a sports authority or commission.  I  can assure you – as the 
immediate past chairman of the NSGA board of directors – that this is the kind of organizational 
support we seek and require for these games.     
 
This event is an example of the kind of opportunity Hawaii is missing by not having a statewide 
sports commission.   The Senior Olympics draws more than 12,000 competitors, and 25,000 
family members.  They stay for an average of a week and generate an economic impact of 
around $30 million 
 
I am a track and field official, and have served as meet director for four different national 
championships – two in Hawaii, one in Louisville and one in Pittsburgh.  Just in Track and Field 
alone, there are numerous opportunities to create or host nation-wide, Pacific-wide, and World-
wide events, IF we had the right combination of organization, promotion and resources.   
 
For example, we could plan for, bid for and host the World Masters Games, which draws about 
8,000 athletes from around the world.  It will be in Sacramento next year – their sports 
commission went out and got it.  
 
Or we could create and host an annual world throwing championship – throwing javelin, 

mailto:senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov�


hammer, discus and shot, as well as weight and super weight – drawing the best athletes from 
throughout the world.  There is no such event, but people have been talking about it for some 
time.  We have one of the best throws coaches in the country at UH right now.  We could do it, 
start small and grow it into a world premier event.  
 
That’s the way the Palm Beach Florida Sports Commission did it – several years ago they started 
a seniors wood-bat softball tournament.  They only had a few teams the first, year, but this year 
that tournament will draw over 800 teams and 12,000 athletes to Palm Beach.  FYI, the Palm 
Beach Sports Commission is supported by the county bed tax, and this tournament is one of five 
major sports events they do every year.   
 
Also FYI, the International Olympic community is proposing a new event called the World 
Youth Games, or World Youth Olympics.  All the major cities of the world are waiting for the 
bid process to be announced, and we might be one of them.  But first, we have to have an 
organizational entity, dedicated solely to sports management, to host, organize and manage the 
event.  Without that, no one is going to take us seriously.   
 
As Les Keiter told this group a decade ago, when addressing this same subject, “if you want to 
run with the big dogs, you can’t pee like a puppy.”   There’s a huge industry out there and its 
passing us by because, a decade later, we are still acting like a puppy, while our competition is 
organized, experienced and financed far better than we are. 
 
This bill can change that.  At least five different studies done over the past two decades all say 
the same thing – do it!  It’s time.   
 
Mark Zeug 
President, Aloha State Games 
President, Hawaii Senior Olympics 
Past Chairman, National Senior Games Association 
Chairman and CEO, National Center for Senior Health & Fitness  
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From: Blangiardi, Rick [rblangiardi@hawaiinewsnow.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 11:14 AM
To: EDTTestimony
Subject: Hawai`i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590  

Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
            I write to urge you to pass the Hawai`i Sports Commission bill (S.B. 2743 and H.B. 2590), 
which is pending before your respective committees.  The purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's 
economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports Commission within the Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism to attract, develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
            Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the State's potential to attract 
professional, amateur and recreational sporting activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport 
destinations worldwide.  In order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, an 
agency must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing, managing and 
promoting sports and sporting events throughout the islands.   
 
            Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified sports and sporting 
events to be an economic boom for their economy and have established sports commissions and/or 
authorities to foster sports competitions as a part of their economic development efforts.  In fact, the 
competition for national and international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten 
years.  There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, swimming, and other tournaments (e.g., 
AYSO National Games, Regional Age Group tournaments, Little League Championships) that seek 
out venues to host regional and championship events.  There are also many exhibition events that 
occur within the various governing bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition games), 
which can also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating publicity.  
 
            Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, management and 
promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to our islands has been reactive rather than 
proactive, which has not allowed the State to fully utilize our sport facilities, develop new markets of 
visitors, or explore sport promotional opportunities.  By establishing the Hawaii Sports Commission, 
whose sole responsibility is to attract, develop, manage and promote sports, the State would diversify 
its visitor attractions and help support Hawaii's active lifestyle. 
 
            Once again, I urge you to pass this important bill pending before your committee.  If enacted, 
the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force for sporting events, and allow us to diversify, 
enhance and develop our economy. 
 
                                                                         
 

Aloha, 
Rick 
 
 
   RICK BLANGIARDI  |  General Manager  |  HAWAII NOW: KGMB/KHNL 

Phone: 808.847.9301  Cell: 808.753.4232  Fax: 808.845.3616 
E-mail: RBlangiardi@HawaiiNewsNow.com 
Address: 420 Waiakamilo Road, Suite 205, Honolulu, HI 96817 
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From: Herman H. Stern [hermanhstern@msn.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 11:44 AM
To: EDTTestimony
Subject: Hawai'i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590

TESTIMONY BY HERMAN H. STERN 
IN SUPPORT OF S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590 
RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT OF  

A HAWAI'I SPORTS COMMISSION 
Before 

Committee on Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Committee on Economic Tourism, Culture and International Affairs Committee 

  
Friday, February 2010, 1:45 pm 

  
  

Thank you Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan and your committee membersfor allowing me time 
to submit my testimony in support of establishing a Hawai'i Sports Commission. 
  
My name is Herman Stern and I am President of the Honolulu Quarterback Club. Our organization, this year is 
celebrating 64 years of existence and Hawai'i's only all-around Sports Enthusiasts' Club.  One of our purposes is 
to assist whenever possible in furthering interests of various groups, organizations, clubs and schools in the 
development of sports. 
  
This testimony is offered in support of SB 2362 & HB 2590 which is long overdue and absolutely a necessary 
step if we are ever going to improve and expand the sports industries in Hawaii.   
 
For almost ten years during the 90's, a number of sports enthusiasts tried unsuccessfully to persuade the State 
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism to support development of such a “commission.” 
We pointed out then, and we do so again now, that there are more than 300 such sports commissions around the 
country.  We explained then, to this legislature, and we say it again now, that this is the way the majority of 
sports events are earned, organized and managed.   
 
A decade later, the sports world is even more heavily focused on the use of such commissions.  In 2004, Mark 
Zeug, past president of the Honolulu Quarterback Club helped the Business Roundtable organize a breakfast 
meeting with a senior vice president of the United States Olympic Committee.  In the Q & A after his 
presentation on potential sports developments in the Pacific, he was asked what Hawaii could do to be a part of 
this growing sports industry.  He said straight out, “The first thing you have to do is establish a sports 
commission – no one is going to take you seriously until you do.”    
 
Mark offers another example.  He is currently serving as chairman of the board of the National Senior Games 
Association.  2 years ago his organization was in the final stages of selecting the host site for the 2013 National 
Senior Games, the Senior Olympics, the largest multi-sport event of its kind in the world.  The three finalist 
cities then were– Cleveland, Birmingham and Miami – each placed their bid to the organization through a 
sports authority or commission.  
 
This event is an example of the kind of opportunity that Hawaii is missing by not having a sports commission.   
The Senior Olympics draws more than 12,000+ competitors, and an average of two additional family members 
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or friends usually accompany each competitor.  They stay for an average of a week, because most are in 
competition over four or five days.  The economic impact of the National Senior Games in Louisville in 
2003 was conservatively estimated to be around $30 million 
 
There are hundreds of events that could come here if we had the right combination of management knowhow, 
support and resources from a sports commission.  In 2005, Mark was the meet director for the USATF National 
Masters Track and Field Championships held at the University of Hawai'i’s Cooke Field.  This event brought 
800 athletes to the islands for four days of competition. Mark and his volunteer committee managed it but it 
would have been a lot easier if he had the assistance of a sports commission.    
 
In 2006, the University of Hawaii hosted the WAC outdoor Track and Field Championships – Mark Zeug was 
meet director for that event, as well.  UH put a lot of effort in making it a good meet, one of the best the WAC 
has ever had, and both the athletes and coaches are anxious to come back.  A little help from a sports 
commission could make this happen.  
 
Just in Track and Field alone, there are numerous opportunities to create or host nation-wide, Pacific-wide, and 
World-wide events, if we had the right combination of organization, promotion and resources via a sports 
commission.  For example, we could create and host an annual world throwing championship – throwing 
javelin, hammer, discus and shot.  There is no such event, but people have been talking about it for some time.  
We could do it, start small and grow it into a world premier event.  We know the athletes would love to come 
here for a well-run event. 
 
Or we could plan for, bid for and host the World Masters Games, which draws about 8,000 athletes from around 
the world.  It was in Italy 2 yeas ago, and will be in Sacramento in 2011 – their sports commission went out and 
hustled for it.   
 
You may also be interested to know that the International Olympic community is working on plans for a new 
event called the World Youth Games, or World Youth Olympics.  All the major cities of the world will be 
bidding for it, and we might be able to join them if we has a sports commission.  But first, we have to have an 
organizational entity – dedicated solely to sports – to host, organize and manage the event.  Without that, no one 
is going to take us seriously.   
  
This discussion only covered just a small part of the sports events we could bring to Hawai'i.  What about 
Soccer, Basketball, Baseball and all the other sports? 
  
We as a state should become a member of the National Association of Sports Commissions as soon as we 
establish our own sports commission.  Founded in 1992, the NASC represents over 450 organizations and 300 
cities within the sports event industry.  The NASC is the primary network for communication and information 
sharing on all topics relating to the sports event industry.   
 
As Les Keiter had said a decade ago, when addressing this same subject, “if you want to run with the big dogs, 
you can’t pee like a puppy.”   There’s a huge industry out there and its passing us by because, a decade later, we 
are still acting like a puppy, while our competition is organized, experienced and financed far better than we 
are.  We need a sports commission for our state.  SB 2362 & HB 2590 is a start.  It’s time!  Let’s get going !   
  
Respectively submitted by,  
 
Herman H. Stern 
President/Head Coach 
Honolulu Quarterback ClubHawai'i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590Hawai'i Sports Commission - 
S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590Hawai'i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590 
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From: craig landis [cslandis@clearwire.net]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 3:22 PM
To: EDTTestimony
Subject: Re: Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590

TO:  

Senator Carol Fukunaga 

Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 

Hawai`i State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 216 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov  

AND... 

Representative Joey Manahan 

Chair, Tourism, Culture and International Affairs Committee 

Hawai`i State House of Representatives 

State Capitol, Room 421 

Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

repmanahan@capitol.hawaii.gov  
  

      Re: Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590    

Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 

I have worked as a broadcast technician on many of the largest live televised sports 
events broadcast from Hawaii over the last 20 years. Nothing promotes our island 
paradise better than these events.  

I believe the establishment of a Sports Commission would show the network executives, 
who plan these broadcasts, that we realize how valuable their events are to our economy. 
 We need to prove to them that we are willing to help them make their events successful, 
by offering them assistance with logistics, labor and technical facilities.  
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I have been told by ESPN, CBS, NHK Japan and others that they feel there is a lack of 
qualified support currently in Hawaii, and we don't give sports producers the same 
attention that we give to other productions, such as feature films and TV programs like 
LOST.  

It is especially difficult and expensive to produce these sports events on the neighbor 
islands. I know that the Commission could offer guidance to reduce costs and provide 
valuable assistance that will bring more events here. I would consider being a part of the 
Commission, and know of several services that could be offered to the producers and 
networks that would be greatly appreciated and well received by them. I have worked on 
20 Pro Bowls, 17 Maui Invitational Basketball Tournaments, 10 years of Lakers 
Basketball, and over 40 ESPN golf events.   

As you know the Pro Bowl was not here this year, and we cannot afford to lose more 
events due to a lack of facilities and budget constraints created by our remote location. If 
the Commission is established, it can address these issues directly and creatively. I urge 
you to pass the proposed legislation.   

 

Sincerely, 

Craig Landis 

Founder, President 

Vision Accomplished  
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Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawai`i State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 216 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Representative Joey Manahan 
Chair, Tourism, Culture and International Affairs Committee 
Hawai`i State House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
repmanahan@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
 
 Re: 
 

Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590   

Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
 I write to urge you to pass the Hawai`i Sports Commission bill (S.B. 2743 
and H.B. 2590), which is pending before your respective committees.  The 
purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports 
Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism to attract, develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
 Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the 
State's potential to attract professional, amateur and recreational sporting 
activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport destinations worldwide.  In 
order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, an agency 
must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing, 
managing and promoting sports and sporting events throughout the islands.   
 
 Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified 
sports and sporting events to be an economic boom for their economy and have 
established sports commissions and/or authorities to foster sports competitions 
as a part of their economic development efforts.  In fact, the competition for 
national and international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten 
years.  There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, swimming, and other 
tournaments (e.g., AYSO National Games, Regional Age Group tournaments, 
Little League Championships) that seek out venues to host regional and 
championship events.  There are also many exhibition events that occur within 
the various governing bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition 
games), which can also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and 
creating publicity.  
 

mailto:senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov�
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 Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, 
management and promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to 
our islands has been reactive rather than proactive, which has not allowed the 
State to fully utilize our sport facilities, develop new markets of visitors, or explore 
sport promotional opportunities.  By establishing the Hawaii Sports Commission, 
whose sole responsibility is to attract, develop, manage and promote sports, the 
State would diversify its visitor attractions and help support Hawaii's active 
lifestyle. 
 
 Once again, I urge you to pass this important bill pending before your 
committee.  If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force 
for sporting events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      _____Jennifer Garma_____ 
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Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawai`i State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 216 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Representative Joey Manahan 
Chair, Tourism, Culture and International Affairs Committee 
Hawai`i State House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
repmanahan@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
 
 Re: 
 

Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590   

Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
 I write to urge you to pass the Hawai`i Sports Commission bill (S.B. 2743 
and H.B. 2590), which is pending before your respective committees.  The 
purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports 
Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism to attract, develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
 Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the 
State's potential to attract professional, amateur and recreational sporting 
activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport destinations worldwide.  In 
order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, an agency 
must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing, 
managing and promoting sports and sporting events throughout the islands.   
 
 Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified 
sports and sporting events to be an economic boom for their economy and have 
established sports commissions and/or authorities to foster sports competitions 
as a part of their economic development efforts.  In fact, the competition for 
national and international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten 
years.  There are many exhibition events that occur within the various governing 
bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition games), which can also 
be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating publicity.  
 

When we look at sports or hear the word sports many automatically think 
football, basketball, baseball and volleyball. There are many other sports that go 
unnoticed locally and the people of Hawaii travel to other parts of the nation to 
compete. We have many gifted players of many sports and many of these 
persons do not get the recognition they deserve – because even if they do well in 
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national or international competition our own media does not feel their 
achievements are noteworthy.  

 
If for the sole purpose the Hawaii Sports Commission can bring new 

interest and bring in visitors to our state through sports or sports related seminars 
and exhibitions than I am all for this move. We need to preserve the jobs for our 
people as well as promote more aloha to the state.  
 
 Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, 
management and promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to 
our islands has been reactive rather than proactive, which has not allowed the 
State to fully utilize our sport facilities, develop new markets of visitors, or explore 
sport promotional opportunities.   
 
 Once again, I urge you to pass this important bill pending before your 
committee.  If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force 
for sporting events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
       Jo Ann Dowling 
 



Honorable Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawaii State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 216 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Honorable Senator Rosalyn H. Baker 
Vice-Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawaii State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 231 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  
senbaker@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
 

February 3, 2010 
 
 
 Re: 
 

Hawaii Sports Commission – SB 2743 

 
Dear Chair Senator Fukunaga, Vice-Chair Senator Baker, and members of the committee, 
 
 The purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii’s economy by establishing a Hawaii 
Sports Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism to attract, develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
 Hawaii’s climate, environment and geographic location enhance the State’s 
potential to attract professional, amateur and recreational sporting activities that could 
make Hawaii the leader in sport destinations worldwide.  In order to enhance the State’s 
position in sports and sporting events, an agency must be established to take full-time 
responsibility for attracting, developing, managing and promoting sports and sporting 
events throughout the islands. 
 
 Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified sports and 
sporting events to be an economic boom for their economy and have established sports 
commissions and/or authorities to foster sports competitions as a part of their economic 
development efforts; as competition for national and international sporting events has 
grown dramatically in the past decade.  There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, 
swimming, and other tournaments – e.g., AYSO National Games, Regional Age Group 
Tournaments, Little League Championships – that seek out venues to host regional and 
championship events.  There are also many exhibition events that occur within the 
various governing bodies of the respective sports – e.g., Olympic exhibition games – 
which can also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating publicity. 
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 Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, management 
and promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to our islands has been 
reactive rather than proactive, which has not allowed the State to fully utilize our sport 
facilities, develop new markets of visitors, or explore sport promotional opportunities.  
By establishing the Hawaii Sports Commission, whose sole responsibility is to attract, 
develop, manage and promote sports, the State would diversify its visitor attractions and 
help support Hawaii’s active lifestyle. 
 
 If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force for sporting 
events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
 
 
 
 
Mary E. F. Ciacci 
Hawaii State Little League Administrator – District 6: Kaimuki – Aiea 
 



Senator Carol Fukunaga 
Chair, Economic Development and Technology Committee 
Hawai`i State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 216 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
senfukunaga@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Representative Joey Manahan 
Chair, Tourism, Culture and International Affairs Committee 
Hawai`i State House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 421 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 
repmanahan@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
 
 Re: 
 

Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590   

Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
 I write to urge you to pass the Hawai`i Sports Commission bill (S.B. 2743 
and H.B. 2590), which is pending before your respective committees.  The 
purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports 
Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism to attract, develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
 Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the 
State's potential to attract professional, amateur and recreational sporting 
activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport destinations and training 
worldwide.  In order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, 
an agency must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, 
developing, creating facilities, managing and promoting sports and sporting 
events throughout the islands.   
 
 Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified 
sports and sporting events to be an economic boom for their economy and have 
established sports commissions and/or authorities to foster sports competitions 
as a part of their economic development efforts.  The competition for national and 
international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten years from 
traditional sporting events (football, golf, soccer and baseball) to action sports 
(surf, skate) that seek out venues to host regional, championship and 
international events.  International Hawaii sports icons and events (see attached) 
bring their sport industries and millions of dollars of revenue to Hawaii and this 
sports commission can increase these into additional opportunities and events. 
There are also many exhibition events that occur within the various governing 
bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition games, Motor sports), 
which can also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating 
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publicity and garner international media attention as a sports business 
destination..  
 
 Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, 
management and promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to 
our islands has been reactive rather than proactive, which has not allowed the 
State to fully utilize, create state of the art sport facilities, develop new markets of 
visitors, or explore sport promotional opportunities.  By establishing the Hawaii 
Sports Commission, whose sole responsibility is to attract, develop, manage and 
promote sports, the State would diversify its visitor attractions and help support 
Hawaii's active lifestyle. 
 
 Once again, I urge you to pass this important bill pending before your 
committee.  If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force 
for sporting events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      James Nakano 
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fukunaga3 - Doris

From: Clayton Chang [cktchang@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 12:40 PM
To: EDTTestimony
Subject: Hawai`i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590  

            Re:     Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590   
 
Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
            The purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports 
Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to attract, 
develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
            Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the State's potential to attract 
professional, amateur and recreational sporting activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport 
destinations worldwide.  In order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, an 
agency must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing, managing and 
promoting sports and sporting events throughout the islands.   
 
            Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified sports and sporting 
events to be an economic boom for their economy and have established sports commissions and/or 
authorities to foster sports competitions as a part of their economic development efforts.  In fact, the 
competition for national and international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten 
years.  There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, swimming, and other tournaments (e.g., 
AYSO National Games, Regional Age Group tournaments, Little League Championships) that seek 
out venues  
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to host regional and championship events.  There are also many exhibition events that occur within 
the various governing bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition games), which can 
also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating publicity.  
 
            Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, management and 
promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to our islands has been reactive rather than 
proactive, which has not allowed the State to fully utilize our sport facilities, develop new markets of 
visitors, or explore sport promotional opportunities.  By establishing the Hawaii Sports Commission, 
whose sole responsibility is to attract, develop, manage and promote sports, the State would diversify 
its visitor attractions and help support Hawaii's active lifestyle. 
 
            Once again, I urge you to schedule a public hearing on this important bill pending before your 
respective committees.  If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force for 
sporting events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
 
(Name)           Clayton Chang 
(Telephone)  808-455-8292 
(Address)       1416 Kaumoli St., Pearl City, HI 96782 
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From: Clayton Chang [cktchang@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 12:43 PM
To: EDTTestimony
Subject:  Hawai`i Sports Commission - S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590  

            Re:     Hawai`i Sports Commission – S.B. 2743 & H.B. 2590   
 
Dear Senator Fukunaga and Representative Manahan: 
 
            The purpose of this bill is to boost Hawaii's economy by establishing a Hawaii Sports 
Commission within the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to attract, 
develop, and promote sports and sporting events. 
 
            Hawaii's climate, environment and geographic location enhance the State's potential to attract 
professional, amateur and recreational sporting activities that could make Hawaii the leader in sport 
destinations worldwide.  In order to enhance the State's position in sports and sporting events, an 
agency must be established to take full-time responsibility for attracting, developing, managing and 
promoting sports and sporting events throughout the islands.   
 
            Municipalities, states, and countries around the globe have identified sports and sporting 
events to be an economic boom for their economy and have established sports commissions and/or 
authorities to foster sports competitions as a part of their economic development efforts.  In fact, the 
competition for national and international sporting events has grown dramatically in the past ten 
years.  There are a myriad of soccer, softball, baseball, swimming, and other tournaments (e.g., 
AYSO National Games, Regional Age Group tournaments, Little League Championships) that seek 
out venues  
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to host regional and championship events.  There are also many exhibition events that occur within 
the various governing bodies of the respective sports (e.g., Olympic exhibition games), which can 
also be springboards to attracting future sporting events and creating publicity.  
 
            Currently there is no agency whose sole purpose is the development, management and 
promotion of sports.  Therefore, attracting sporting events to our islands has been reactive rather than 
proactive, which has not allowed the State to fully utilize our sport facilities, develop new markets of 
visitors, or explore sport promotional opportunities.  By establishing the Hawaii Sports Commission, 
whose sole responsibility is to attract, develop, manage and promote sports, the State would diversify 
its visitor attractions and help support Hawaii's active lifestyle. 
 
            Once again, I urge you to schedule a public hearing on this important bill pending before your 
respective committees.  If enacted, the Hawaii Sports Commission would be a driving force for 
sporting events, and allow us to diversify, enhance and develop our economy. 
 
 
(Name)           Harriet Chang 
(Telephone)  808-455-8292 
(Address)       1416 Kaumoli St., Pearl City, HI 96782 
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